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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C.  20554 

Applications of 

XM Satellite Radio Holdings Inc.,  
                              
 
and 
 
Sirius Satellite Radio Inc.,  
                              e 
 
For Authority to Merge.    

) 
) 
)          MB Docket No. 07-57 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

COMMENTS OF THE WOMEN INVOLVED IN FARM ECONOMICS 

 Women Involved in Farm Economics (WIFE) respectfully submits its 

comments in the above-referenced proceeding.   WIFE believes that a merger 

between Sirius Satellite Radio (“Sirius”) and XM Satellite Radio (“XM”) will ensure 

the continued availability of crucial information services and lead to lower prices 

and greater choices for rural consumers.  Therefore, the merger application 

should be approved by the FCC.  

 WIFE was organized in December 1976 at Sidney, Nebraska as a non-

profit agricultural association.  We are a grassroots organization dedicated to 

improving profitability in production agriculture through educational, legislative, 

communicative, and cooperative efforts.   

 The farms and rural communities we represent have been well served by 

satellite radio.  Approval of the merger between Sirius and XM will ensure that 
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our rural communities continue to receive important informational service via 

satellite radio and will provide our members and rural neighbors with more 

programming choices at improved prices.   

 Rural communities have benefited greatly from the weather, emergency 

and other informational services provided by satellite radio.  WIFE appreciated 

the services provided by Sirius and XM during and after the Hurricane Katrina 

disaster.  During the relief effort Sirius broadcast 24/7 news and information while 

XM provided Red Cross Radio which provided information to victims of the 

hurricane and Red Cross relief workers.  Both operators donated hundreds of 

radios to shelters and relief workers to ensure that they could receive this 

important information.   

 Both Sirius and XM broadcast National Emergency Alert Service (EAS) 

messages to consumers and both have dedicated channels—Sirius Channel 184 

and XM Emergency Alert (XM channel 247)—that provide critical, up-to-date 

emergency information regarding natural disasters and other emergencies 24 

hours per day, seven days per week.  XM also has begun to partner with local 

jurisdictions to provide more localized emergency alerts, including Amber Alerts 

to aid in the search for missing children in the critical hours and days after their 

disappearance.  Many of the financial and business channels provided by Sirius 

and XM also make available current information on prices and economic trends 

to farms and ranches.   
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 These types of informational services are critical to rural communities.  A 

merger of Sirius and XM will enable the combined company not only to continue 

to provide these critical services, but also to expand and improve these services 

with increased efficiencies.   

 In addition to the weather, emergency and other informational services 

provided by Sirius and XM, rural communities enjoy and depend upon satellite 

radio to provide a diverse selection of programming.  Both companies provide an 

incredibly broad range of channels, including some very specialized choices that 

appeal to our members and are unmatched by other service providers.  The 

merger of Sirius and XM will allow the companies to provide even more options 

to consumers.  Consumers will be able to receive programming from both 

services without needing to purchase two radios and pay for two services.  We 

understand that after this merger there will be new program packages at prices 

that actually are lower than those available today. 

 For each of the reasons we have described, WIFE urges the FCC to 

approve the merger of Sirius and XM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Women Involved in Farm Economics 

 
By:  Pam Potthoff, National President/s/             / 
       

Dated: May 14, 2007 


